Transposing Instruments
History:-

· Many instruments like Recorders came in families of different sizes. There are still different sized Saxophones, Clarinets, Oboes, Flutes, Trumpets being used. The music is transposed for the instrument so that a single player could play all sized instruments with the same fingerings.

· The French Horn began its life as a main tube with bell, and 12 crooks (pieces of tubing of different lengths to change the pitch) and a mouth piece. All music was written in the same key regardless of the crook.

Non Transposing Instruments:-

Instruments pitched in C that do not require transposition of their music

Flute, Oboe, Bassoon, Trombone (Orchestra & Concert Band), Trumpet in C, (in fact any instrument pitched in C is non-transposing) Violin, Viola, Cello, all keyboard instruments, most pitched percussion.

Instruments that transpose by an octave.

Piccolo – sounds an octave higher than written

Glockenspiel - sounds an octave higher than written

Guitar – sounds an octave lower than written

Bass Guitar and Double Bass- sound an octave lower than written

Transposing Instruments

	Instrument
	See / Written
	Hear / Sounds
	Converting to concert pitch from written
	Writing so that its heard at concert pitch
	Change in #’s or b’s from Concert Pitch

	Eb Clarinet

Eb Soprano Saxophone
	C
	Eb
	Up a min 3rd
	Down a min 3rd
	3 less b’s

	Bb Clarinet Bb Trumpet
	C
	Bb
	Down a maj 2nd
	Up a maj 2nd 
	2 less b’s

	Bb Bass Clarinet & Bb Tenor Saxophone
	C
	Bb
	Down a maj 9th 
	Up a maj 9th 
	2 less b’s

	A Clarinet
	C
	A
	Down a min 3rd 
	Up a min 3rd
	3 less #’s

	Eb Alto Sax
	C
	Eb
	Down a maj 6th 
	Up a maj 6th 
	3 less b’s

	Eb Baritone Saxophone
	C
	Eb
	Down an octave and a maj 6th 
	Up an octave and a maj 6th 
	3 less b’s

	Cor Anglais  French Horn
	C
	F
	Down a perf 5th
	Up a perf 5th 
	1 less b

	Trombone in a Brass Band
	C
	Bb
	Down a maj 9th 
	Up a maj 9th 
	2 less b’s


All of the above have their music written in Treble clef. 

