Binary and Ternary Forms
Building a work the composer chooses to:-

· Create

· Repeat

· Vary

It is a fact that music becomes more boring when a composer continually creates new material without repeating or varying already presented material. Think of the ‘create’ process as the topic in a conversation. If the topic changes too much too quickly then the listener will become confused or even bored.

For a discussion of form at the phrase level see the notes on Melodic Form.  

Larger or longer works use more than one main theme to build sections. These sections are built of phrases as discussed previously. So a work may be constructed in the following way.
Binary form – where both sections A and B are similar and could be simply A and A’.  In this formal structure the sections could repeated making A, A, A’, A’ OR A, A, B, B. 

In Binary form the initial A section usually ends with a modulation to a related key such as the Dominant, or Relative Major.
Symmetric where the sections are of equal lengths:-

	A

a             a                 b                extension      bridge
	A’

a              a                b’                  b’             coda     


Or Asymmetric where their lengths vary:-
	A

a                   a                   cadence
	B

a’                              extension and development                      coda


Or Asymmetric 

	A

a                   b                  
	B

c                             d                                    e                                  f                      


Where a, b, c, d, e and f have related ideas but are not sufficiently the same to be indicated as such.
Rounded Binary form – Could be viewed as Ternary form but this would not take into account the facts that the A section won’t have modulated to the Dominant or Relative Major and that both sections would usually be repeated as A, A, B, B. Where the B section includes both B and A’ material as illustrated here:-

	A

a                   b                   
	B                                                   A’                                             Extension or coda
C                                                   a’                        


Ternary Form – has three clear sections A, B and A, that is the A section re-turns. It may be structured in this manner:-

	A

a                          a                  
	B

b                           c
	A

a                         a


How is Ternary form different from Rounded Binary form?

· The A section does not end in a new key

· The B section begins and ends in the same key but one that is different from the A section.

· There is usually a full return of the original A section.
