Melody 

Overview 
Vocab

Melodic tonality – the key or scale implied by the melody. This can be firmly established by the prominent use of the Tonic or Home note, or implied by the movement between pitches.

Phrase – a section of a melody that ends with any type of cadence (final sounding or sounding unfinished.

Motive – a small fragment of a melody or rhythm. The word is usually only used if the short musical idea features in the music fairly frequently, either repeated several times in a short section or used repeatedly within a longer work.

Interval structure of a melody – the way the melody moves from one pitch to the next. This is usually only discussed if there are particular interval leaps or series of leaps that feature prominently. Stepwise movement (conjunct motion) often creates quite singable melodies. Extensive use of arpeggio movement and/or large leaps (disjunct motion) is more often featured in instrumental music. 

Gesture – this word can be used when describing distinctive pitch patterns in melodies. 
Contour – the pitch shape of phrases, motives or complete melodies.

Sequence – a small pitched pattern repeated immediately at a different pitch. Most sequences are ‘Tonal Sequences’ that have their pitch shifted within the current key so that interval movements vary slightly. ‘Real Sequences’ would be exactly transposed – a useful device for changing key (modulating).

Repetition – a small pitched pattern repeated immediately at the same pitch.

Step Progressions and Large-scale Arpeggiation – occur over a longer time frame. For example the starting note of each melodic phrase might begin one note higher in the key for a Step Progression or on the next pitch in the arpeggio being used for large-scale arpeggiation. (up or down)
Tonic-Dominant Axis – A melody using the tonic and dominant notes strategically placed and with long notes or some form of emphasis is described as having a tonic-dominant axis. Often the dominant is the highest and or lowest pitches.

Range or Tessitura – is defined by the lowest and highest pitches used.

