Melody Writing

Some techniques for melodic development.

Basic idea:-
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Subtract notes:-
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Add notes:-

Appoggiatura
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Neighbour note

Accented
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Unaccented
[image: image5.png]



Passing note

Unaccented
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Accented (Provided that the harmony changes on beat 1)
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Escape tone
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Repeat at a different pitch.

Tonal (Not an exact transposition)
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Real transposition. (Exact transposition)
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Invert the melody – inversion of ‘appoggiatura’ version.

Tonal inversion 
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Real inversion
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Retrograde (Play backwards)
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Change the rhythm
Diminution (Note values shortened) & repeated up an octave.
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Augmentation (Note values lengthened.)
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Change the time signature.
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Introduce syncopation and other rhythmic divisions.
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Write an answering phrase

Sounding unfinished
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Sounding finished
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Answer to a transposed version
[image: image20.png]y /)
X





Write a new statement phrase 

Using the original as the answer.
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Use the original in a sequence

Within the mode or scale
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To modulate
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Keep the rhythm change the notes and contour.
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Keep the contour & rhythm but change the notes.
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